
9.  THE SCOTTS  MIRACLE-GRO COMPANY 
One of the oldest businesses in Union 
County is the Scotts Miracle-Gro Company 
and is currently located on Scottslawn Road 
just south of Marysville. In 1868, Orlando 
McLean Scott, newly discharged from the 
US Army, wanted to assist area farmers in 
growing crops that would be weed-free.  
Scott's ñwhite-hot hatredò of weeds led him 
to start a seed-processing sideline, sorting 
weed seeds from crop seeds for local 
farmers and selling on his weed-free farm 
seed at a premium. In 1870, Scott added grass seed to his range 
of products, however this segment didn't become an important 
part of the business until the early 20th century.  Scott's sons 
Dwight and Hubert joined the company and launched O.M. Scott 
& Sons mail-order grass seed business in 1906. The mail-order 
business spread the company's business reputation throughout 
the region to Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky and West Virginia.  
By 1921, O.M. Scott & Sons was responsible for seeding one fifth 
of America's golf courses. In 1928 the company launched Turf 
Builder, the first fertilizer formulated specifically for grass. 
Development of major suburban areas in the US really gained 
momentum in the 1950s, creating larger garden areas for 
domestic properties, on a wide scale. The company also 
developed the first lawn spreader, the first patented Kentucky 
Bluegrass, and various other innovations for home and 
commercial lawns.   In the early 1990ôs, the company name was 
changed to The Scotts Company, then after it merged with 
Miracle-Gro Products in 1995, it became The Scotts Miracle-Gro 
Company.  Today they are the global leader in the consumer lawn 
and garden market.  For more information: http://www.scotts.com/

smg/ 

 
10.  ST. JOHNôS EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Many immigrants journeyed to the United 
States from many lands in the early and mid
- 1800ôs.  Among those immigrants were a 
number of families from Bavaria and Hesse-
Darmstadt in Germany.  Lured by the 
promise of rich farmlands, these German 
settlers settled in a wooded area south of 
Marysville, Ohio beginning in the 1830ôs. NEUDETTELSAU (The 
Settlement).   These pioneers included the founding fathers and 
mothers of the congregation of St. Johnôs Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  Without an actual church building in those early years, 
the members worshipped together at reading services in each 
othersô homes.  The first church building, constructed of hewn 
logs about 4 miles south of Marysville, was dedicated to Godôs 
glory in 1838.  In those early years, St Johnôs was served by 
shepherds who came on horseback-circuit riding missionaries 
from Springfield and Columbus who brought the Word to the 
German settlers. 
 
For more Information & 
Resource: St. Johnôs 
Church Directory 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                  

 

11.  CHARLES W. FAIRBANKS 
He was a Senator from Indiana and a V. P. of the United States; born near 
Unionville Center, Union County, Ohio, May 11, 1852; attended common 
schools and graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University, 
Delaware, Ohio, in 1872.  He was the 26th V.P of the 
United States from March 4, 1905-March 4, 1909 under 
President Theodore Roosevelt. Born in a log cabin near 
Unionville Center, Ohio, Fairbanks's ancestry traced 
back to Oliver Cromwell, with Jonathan Fayerbankes the 
first family member to reach America in 1632. The son of 
a wagon-maker, Fairbanks's formative years saw his 
family's home used as a hiding place for runaway 
slaves. After attending country schools and working on a farm, Fairbanks left 
for Ohio Wesleyan University, where he graduated in 1872.  The property 
Charles W. Fairbanks lived on was a farm just outside of Unionville Center on 
15641 Robinson Rd. There was also a Spring on the property which was called 
the Fairbanks Spring which is currently owned by the Robert Pugliese 
family. The Spring may not be recognizable.  About Thirty years ago a stump 
marked the location.  There are no original structures. A family festival is held 
annually in Unionville Center For information regarding the Charles W. 
Fairbanks Family Festival information please contact:: Charles W. Fairbanks 
Family Festival, POB 35, Unionville Center, Oh 43077 (614) 873.3068  or 
cvb@whereprideresides.org.  For more information: Bibliography: American National 

Biography; Dictionary of American Biography; Gould, Lewis L., ed. òCharles Warren Fairbanks and the 
Republican National Convention of 1900: A Memoir.ò Indiana Magazine of History 77 (December 1981): 
358-72; Madison, James H. ñCharles Warren Fairbanks and Indiana Republicanism.ò In Gentlemen from 
Indiana: National Party Candidates, 1836-1940, edited by Ralph D. Gray, pp. 171-88. Indianapolis: 

Indiana Historical Bureau, 1977. http://charleswfairbanksfestival.com/index.html 
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the Union County Chamber of Commerce by calling 
937-642-6279.  
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1. THE DOC HENDERSON HOUSE 
Located at 318 E. Fifth Street, this two -
story Italianate structure was built in 
1884 for Dr. David W. Henderson, a 
Marysville physician.  In 1837, Dr. 
Henderson moved to Marysville with his 
parents.  After graduating from the 
Marysville Academy, he volunteered for 
service in the Mexican War (1846-1848).  After returning, he studied 
to become a doctor and later enlisted as a surgeon in the 96th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War (1861-1865), later to resign 
from duty on April 2, 1863.  After returning from the war, Dr. 
Henderson practiced medicine in Marysville until his death in 1910.  
The home he built was a showpiece in the community and remains 
so today with its distinguishable entry, high artistic value and 
significant embodiment of character from a distinctive architectural 
period of American history.  In 2006 was rated a four star restaurant 
by Columbus Monthly and Columbus Dispatch. For more information: 
http://ww.dochendersonsrestaurant.com/ 

 

2. 118 WEST SIXTH STREET   
The oldest brick building in Marysville is the 
Cyprian Lee House, located at 118 West Sixth 
Street.  Completed in 1846, the structure is 
highlighted by its Greek Revival style doorway 
as its main focal point.  Notable inhabitants of 
the structure include Noah Orr, otherwise known as the ñMarysvilleôs 
Giant. Mr. Orr was over 7-feet 2-inches in height and weighed 
approximately 550 lbs.  Mr. Orr was exhibited at P.T. Barnumôs 
Circus and later with the Lilliputian Company.  As part of the P.T. 
Barnum Circus and Lilliputian Company, Mr. Orr traveled the world 
and performed before such hierarchies as Queen Victoria of England 
and other crowned heads.  Mr. Orr also served on the 4th Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry as part of the Civil War (1861-1865).  Mr. Orr 
passed away in 1882 and is buried in Marysvilleôs Oakdale 
Cemetery.  For more information:  
http://omp.ohiolink.edu/OMP/Printable?oid=1018437 

 

3.  MARYSVILLE  CEMETERY       
Contains gravesites dating from 1824 until 
present as the cemetery was moved and is 
now part of the Oakdale Cemetery. Marysville 
Cemetery was the first burial place in 
Marysville and was situated on North Walnut 
Street. The ground was set aside and used for burial soon after the 
Village of Marysville was platted in 1819. In 1893 the New York 
Central Railroad procured the right of way through the town and it 
became necessary to move to the current location of Oakdale 
Cemetery. Many victims of the War Between the States were buried 
in this old cemetery. Among them was Colonel Joseph A. Hawkins of 
Marysville, killed at the battle of Stone River, Tennessee in January 
1863. Location Original Marysville Cemetery: 124 East 4th Street, 
Marysville, Ohio  Location Oakdale Cemetery: 1290 West 5th Street, 
Marysville, Ohio.    For more Information:   
http://www.interment.net/data/us/oh/union/oakdale/oakdale.htm 
http://www.genealogybug.net/union_cems/oakdale/oakdale.htm 

 

4.  LOG CABIN CAMPAIGN OF WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Early in February of 1840, the leading citizens of Marysville, friendly to Gen. 
Harrison, decided to attend a mass convention to be held at Columbus. It was 
further decided that the delegation should be a large one, and in all its 
appointments and paraphernalia should equal if not excel that of any other 
entering Columbus on that occasion. A log cabin, composed of Buckeye logs, was 
to be constructed, of magnificent design and proportions, to be taken along as a 
central figure in the procession. The material was procured from the forest in the 
vicinity of the town and the building rapidly progressed, under the supervision of 
Levi Phelps, William W. Steele, A. C. Jennings, James W. Evans, Stephen 
McLain and Mains Wason. Jackson G. Sprague was the architect and master 
builder. This is believed to have been the first log cabin constructed for a like 
purpose in the State. After completion, the cabin was dedicated and the now 
infamous ñLog-cabin Songò song was written by Otway Curry, a citizen of 
Marysville. Mr. Curry was married December 17, 1828, in the identical great frame 
house in which Zachariah Noteman now lives, to Mary, daughter of Andrew 
Noteman, of Jerome Township, on Darby Creek. Miss Noteman, born August 13, 
1806, was known far and near as the "Darby Beauty."  The famous "Log Cabin 
Song." written by Mr. Curry in 1840, and was sung at the great Columbus 
Convention, in that year; tune, " Highland Laddie:"  After the ceremonies of 
dedication were over, the structure was placed on a wagon, and on the morning 
of February 21, the day preceding the convention, it started toward Columbus, 
going by the way of Pleasant Valley (now Plain City), Amity and West Jefferson; 
four horses were required to haul it. A large delegation followed from Marysville, 
which gathered in numbers as the procession moved forward through the county. 
West Jefferson was reached the first night, where the delegation remained till 
morning, and then started for Columbus on the "National road." Upon arrival in 
Columbus, the cabin was decorated with a coon skin nailed on the outside, while 
the inside was furnished with a liberal supply of corn bread and hard cider, with 
gourds used to drink the beverage. The delegation remained in Columbus during 
the day and the succeeding night, and then with their cabin returned home. Some 
time during the summer of the same year a large delegation from Marysville and 
Union County went to Urbana with this cabin to attend a mass convention held 
there. This was the last appearance of this famous structure outside of the limits 
of Union County. On its return from Urbana, it served its builders until after the 
election, the result of which is well known, when it retired from the field of politics 
in a blaze of glory, and in time crumbled in-decay.  It was the building of this cabin 
by the citizens of Marysville that gave inspiration to the poetic genius of Mr. Curry 
that resulted in the production of the most popular song of that or any other 
campaign in the history of the politics of our country. As of now, the  replica log 
cabins are located on Milford Ave. and these cabins were tore down from various 
locations within Union County and rebuilt and are now used as  rentals. Song: Oh, 

where, tell me where, was your buckeye cabin made?  Oh, where, tell me where, was your buckeye cabin made? 'Twas built 
among the merry boys that wield the plow and spade, Where the log cabins stand in the bonnie buckeye shade. 'Twas built, etc.   
Oh, what, tell me what, is to be your cabin's fate? Oh, what, tell me what, is to be your cabin's fate ? We'll wheel it to the Capital, 
and place it there elate, For a token and a sign of the bonnie Buckeye State. We'll wheel, etc.   Oh, why, tell we why, does your 
buckeye cabin go? Oh, why, tell me why, does your buckeye cabin go? It goes against the spoilsmen, for well its builders know It 
was Harrison that fought for the cabins long ago. It goes, etc.   Oh, who fell before him in battle, tell me who? Oh, who fel l before 
him in battle, tell me who? He drove the savage legions, and British armies, too, At the Rapids and the Thames, and old 
Tippecanoe. He drove, etc.   By whom, tell me whom, will the battle next be won? By whom, tell me whom, will the battle next be 
won? The spoilemen and leg-treasurers will soon begin to ran, And the log - cabin candidate will march to Washington. The 
spoilsmen, etc.   O what, tell me what, then, will little Martin do? O what, tell me what, then, will little Martin do? He'll  "follow in the 

footsteps " of Price and Swartwout, too, While the log-cabins ring spin with Tippecanoe. He'll follow, etc. For more 
Information:http://myweb.wvnet.edu/~jelkins/lp-2001/urry3.html 

http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa/presidents/harrison/whharrison_1 
http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Union/Unp3c12.htm 
http://historywired.si.edu/detail.cfm?ID=381 

5.  OHIO  REFORMATORY FOR WOMEN 
In September 1916, the Ohio 
Reformatory for Women (ORW) opened 
in Marysville, Ohio.  Thirty-four female 
inmates were transferred from the Ohio 
Penitentiary in Columbus with only 18 
personnel staff.  As of April 2008, 2,290 
female inmates are living at the prison 
ranging from 884 minimum-security 
inmates all the way up to two inmates on death row with more than 500 
personnel which 265 are correction officers.  It was the fifth prison in the 
US to open a nursery & the first in the state to have an official Adult 
Education Program.  It took about four years to construct the prison, 
which is located on 260 acres of donated land outside of Marysville. 
Originally, the prison consisted of one stone building, the Harmon 
Building, where inmates were housed.  The prison was also a 
functioning farm, which the inmates ran.  Although ORW no longer 
operates as a farm, it is still commonly referred to as ñthe farm.ò 
 
6.  ASBURY CEMETERY 
Contains gravesites dating from the early 
1834 to the mid 1895. The first black settlers 
were buried here. This piece of ground was 
donated by Richard Dildine, about 1855, as a 
burial place for the church and the neighborhood. Prior to this, all the 
dead from this neighborhood were taken to Marysville and interred. This 
is now in care of the Taylor Township Trustees. There are two 
cemeteries on Bokes Creek. One is located near the east line of the 
township, on the South bank of said creek, and in it are buried a large 
number of the early settlers of this neighborhood. It is located on the 
land of James Maskill, but has not been used as a burial place for 
several years. The other is located about one and a half miles farther up 
the same creek; in it there have been but few interred.  Location: South 
side of Wheeler-Green Road approximately .1 mile east of State Route 
31.  For more Information: http://www.rootsweb.com/~ohunion/
cemta.html     http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Union/Untp14.htm 
 
7.   BYHALIA QUAKER SETTLEMENT      
The Byhalia Friends Church has served 
Byhalia , Washington Township and the 
surrounding communities for over 120 years 
and was established by the Quakers.   The first official "Meeting House" 
was dedicated on November 25, 1885. It was struck by lightning on May 
8, 1900 and burned to the ground. The Church quickly rebuilt and the 
new (and existing) building was dedicated on January 27, 1901.  The 
fellowship hall (along with kitchen, restrooms, and classrooms) was 
added in 1955 and the church itself was remodeled in 1963. It is located 
on State Route 31 just north of the State Route 739 intersection. For  
more information:  http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Union/Untp13.htm 
 
8.  TREATY OF GREENVILLE 
On August 3, 1795, The Treaty of Greenville 
was signed between the whites and the Indians.  
This line runs through Union County and is the 
boundary between York and Washington 
Townships and  runs along Boundary Road in 
Jackson Township, which extends into Prospect 
in Marion County.  The white settlers agreed to 
remain north of this line.  Treaty Line Rd & Greenville Rd, Union County. 
For more information: http://www.heritagepursuit.com/Union/Untp13.htm 
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